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short note of appreciation was received by one of our Unit who was giving 
anaesthetics at a Casualty Clearing Station in Northern France last autumn. 
Since then, arrangements have been made to give instruction in anaesthesia at 
Base Hospital No. 1 to a limited number of British and American nurses. One 
of the doctors gives the lectures in theory and a nurse teaches the practical ad- 
ministration of the anaesthetics. 

November 29, 1917. 
"Dear Miss Penland: As you are probably aware, it has been decided by Sir 
Arthur Sloggett, the director general of the royal army medical service, that a 
number of nurses and V. A. D's. (nursing aids) shall be trained in the administra- 
tion of anaesthetics for service in C. C. S's. and other base hospitals. This de- 
parture will liberate medical men for other duties, and in this way will be of great 
assistance in relieving the strain upon the medical service due to shortage of 
medical men. The suitability of nurses for this important work was made evident 
to the authorities by the practical demonstration of efficiency in the administration 
of anaesthetics shown by you and some other American nurses in C. C. S's. and 
base hospitals in France. I think it right that I should inform you of the high 
appreciation which we all have of the splendid services you are rendering the 
wounded and medical service in taking the places of medical officers, whose 
services are urgently needed for the other work. 

Yours sincerely, 
(Signed) HERBERT BRUCE, Colonel, A.M.S." 

Agnes Louise Warner, '12, has served since 1914 in French hospitals, first 
at Devonne in the south, where hundreds of wounded were brought by the hos- 
pital trains, and later with the Ambulance Chirurgieal Mobile No. 1. This latter 
hospital, the gift of an American woman, was accepted by the French Govern- 
ment early in the war and has been always within sound of the guns. The hos- 
pital was moved three times in the last year, and many a brave soldier's life has 
been saved through the skill and devotion of the doctors and nurses. Miss Warner 
received the French military decoration for saving the life of a French soldier, 
who lost both hands in action. He also received a severe shrapnel wound in the 
chest, and was infected twice with tetanus. Through almost superhuman effort, 
this life was saved and he has learned to write with his artificial hand. Mrs. 
Madelon Battle Hancock, '05, who was decorated for distinguished service by 
King Albert of Belgium, has served with both the British and Belgian Armies 
since the beginning of the war. When Antwerp was evacuated, Mrs. Hancock 
aided in the transfer of patients to Ghent. I found her in a base hospital in 
Flanders, acting as Head Nurse of a large ward filled with the wounded suffering 
from gas gangrene, with few facilities for treatment, — no hot water bags, no 
rubber sheets, etc. Ingenuity and resourcefulness have to supply substitutes in 
time of war and it is greatly to the credit of the British nurses working, as I 
found them, in many hospitals but scantily supplied with necessities, that they 
succeeded in making the patients both happy and comfortable, while miraculous 
cures were then made possible. 

ANNA CAROLINE MAXWELL, R.N., M.A. 

THE NEED OF NURSE INSTRUCTORS 

Dear Editor: Hundreds of patriotic nurses are asking, How can I make my 

services count most in these difficult times? I wonder if they realize the great 

need for instructors in training schools all over the country. We have never 

had enough trained instructors to fill the demand, but now that so many have 
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joined the forces in France, the need has become acute. It is perfectly plain 
that we cannot train our young recruits, or increase our nursing forces as we 
should, without having a fairly large body of competent nurses to serve as teach- 
ing and training officers. This work is just as important as the work in France, 
just as important as the service which is being rendered by the great body of 
army officers on detached duty who are getting the men of the new armies into 
shape for service abroad. These officers are not permitted to leave the country 
because their services are of greater value here, and it is to be hoped that in- 
structors of nurses will voluntarily accept their home duty in the same spirit. 

Nurses who have had the advantages of a good education and who like teach- 
ing, and especially those who have had some experience and training in teaching, 
are urged to offer themselves for this branch of the country's service. If possible 
they should take a course in teaching to brush up and get in touch with the newer 
developments in science and nursing work. The better this course is the more 
efficient the teacher is likely to be. If it is not possible to take a year or more 
of preparation at this time, at least a summer course would be strongly urged. 
The Department of Nursing and Health at Teachers College offers special work 
in teaching, this summer, and helpful courses may be secured through other 
universities. The Committee on Nursing, whose headquarters are in the Bond 
Building, Washington, D. C, will answer inquiries, or applicants may apply 
directly to the Department of Nursing and Health at Teachers College, New York. 

ISABEL M. STEWART. 



A war correspondent describes the galleries on the western front 
tunnelled by the Western Australian and Queensland troops. He 
walked for three hours underground, at a depth of from twenty to 
sixty feet and then had only traversed a small part of the galleries. 
Almost the whole length is lighted by electricity. In one passage there 
were chambers on each side. The soldiers were lying in their bunks, 
or reading or playing with cards very much the worse for wear. Don't 
forget to include cards in your parcels. Dinner was being prepared 
in the cook-shop and the smell was most appetizing. There is a dress- 
ing station where the wounded are cared for. Imagine the difference 
for a man in pain between being carried by stretcher-bearers for miles 
on slippery roads, over rough ground, and being lowered gently down 
an inclined plane, then transported on a smooth tramway in no danger 
at all. 



